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SpaceX has been the company making the most news lately. They are regularly launching their Falcon-9 

rockets and experimenting with reusable rocket first stages. One of 4 landing attempts has been successful.  

These landing attempts move SpaceX toward their goal of producing a rapidly reusable rocket system, which will 

dramatically reduce the cost of space transport. So SpaceX’s concept is smart and appears that sooner or later they 

will master all of the necessary engineering. A question remains as to why SpaceX is experimenting with landing 

their 1
st

 stages at sea (all have failed). The latest failed landing attempt off the coast of California was almost 170 

miles offshore from its launch site. There are probably multiple reasons why the landings are being attempted far 

away from land and people, but Spaceport Camden is showing a landing pad near the center of the property. This 

raises safety issues for the people of Southeast Georgia and North Florida that must be addressed. 

 

The Spaceport Camden launch site is hoped to be a magnet that draws a lot of manufacturing jobs to Camden 

County. In fact, this site understands that the Spaceport launch facility is not the main goal, the factories are. So let’s 

look at SpaceX and try to guess if they will bring a lot of manufacturing jobs here if we build the Spaceport. 

 

SpaceX has 3,000+ employees and is headquartered in 

Hawthorne, California. Their engineering and the 

majority of their manufacturing is located there. They 

have an engine test facility in MacGregor, Texas where 

they test fire each of the engines eventually used on a 

rocket. SpaceX says that they run an average of 1 engine 

test each day there. SpaceX currently launches from 

Vandenburg Air Force Base in California, and from Cape 

Canaveral. Additionally, SpaceX is building their private 

launch facility beachside at Boca Chica near Brownsville, 

Texas.  

 

SpaceX continues to launch polar orbit vehicles from Vandenburg, despite the very available polar launch capacity 

at Kodiak Spaceport in Alaska. In fact, Kodiak has been unsuccessful in convincing SpaceX to launch there even 

once.  

 

SpaceX recently contracted with Cape Canaveral to lease the retired LC13 pad to be used for 1
st

 Stage landings. The 

Falcon 9 rocket takes off from nearby Space Launch Complex 40 at Cape Canaveral. And SpaceX is readying a 

former space shuttle launch pad at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center just north of Cape Canaveral Air Force Station for 

Falcon Heavy flights and crew launches with the Falcon 9. 

Despite all of this activity, the majority of SpaceX jobs are in California. On January 21, 2016, there were 209 job 

openings in Hawthorne and 8 at Cape Canaveral. This reflects the concentration of engineering and manufacturing 

jobs at their home facility. 

SpaceX is currently building a new private spaceport at Boca Chica. It is reported that Texas governments provided 

upwards of $30 million dollars in incentives. No job openings have been posted at the still unopened launch facility, 

but that will be the best opportunity Camden County has to determine what an aggressive and successful company 

might do if it located here. 

As of this writing, there has been no public disclosure of which, if any, space launch providers are considering 

Spaceport Camden, nor do we know what incentives are available to offer them. 


